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November 1, 2011
The NRV Master Gardener Association is now accepting grant applications for Spring 2012 gardening projects.  Grants will be awarded based on merit to any educational, care-giving, or community-based organization seeking to educate, involve, and/or improve quality of life for participants through a gardening-related project.  Organizations within the counties of Floyd, Giles, Pulaski and Montgomery (and towns within) are encouraged to apply.  In the past grants have been awarded to public and private schools, 4-H groups, public libraries, other educational groups and nursing homes. Uses have been for, but not limited to public gardens (vegetable and flower), enhanced landscaping, raising plants for sales (4-H), plant labels, composting, gardening tools, to name a few.
Qualifications - Applications will be evaluated on (in this order):

Educational value

Plan clarity, viability, and efficient use of funds
Positive environmental impact
Active involvement of participants

Long term maintenance if on-going project
Requirements:

Complete the project as agreed upon – usually by the end of the growing season.

Communicate progress with Master Gardener liaison assigned to you on monthly basis.
Submit a Project Completion Report at the close of project with photographs.
Be willing to give a tour or program on the project at a meeting of the NRVMG or the board 

Grants will not be awarded for labor, services or salaries.

Applications are due by January 1st, 2012.  

Grant recipients will be announced and monies awarded early March 2012 at the latest.
Project must be started within 3 months and completed within one year of grant receipt or the grant money returned to NRVMG.
Grant Amount:

Grant amounts will vary depending on the number and quality of applications received, and funds available.  Approximately $2,500 is available for this grant year(depending on our fund raising).
How to apply: 

Submit an application letter of no more than two (2) typed to address below.  Please include:
Description of the project highlighting qualifications

Contact information for the project coordinator(s) including telephone and mailing address.
Number and description of participants (e.g. students, nursing home residents) if known.
Proposed itemized budget 

List of any other current or potential funding sources, cost-sharing

Drawing, plan, or photo of the project (optional and not included in the two page limit)
For more information:

 Erica Jones 1171 Happy Hollow Rd Newport VA 24128  TEL  540 544 7359 or emjones@vt.edu
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