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LOOKING FOR SIGNS OF OUR SAVIOR!LOOKING FOR SIGNS OF OUR SAVIOR!LOOKING FOR SIGNS OF OUR SAVIOR!LOOKING FOR SIGNS OF OUR SAVIOR! 
Grace, Peace, and Mercy are yours from God our Father and Jesus our LORD and Savior! 
 
Our hymn, “Here I Am, LORD”, by Daniel Schutte is a call and response hymn. There are 
two voices in dialogue expressed in the text. God speaks in the first person and mentions 
God’s majesty, but recognizes human need. God asks the question, “Whom shall I send?” 
Then there is the response from God’s child: “Here I am, LORD. Is it I LORD? I have heard 
you calling in the night. I will go, LORD, if you lead me. I will hold your people in my 
heart.” 
 
That phrase: “I have heard you calling in the night.” Is caught in my brain. 
 
Today, while I worked to get all ready for weekly bulletins and announcements, and as I 
tried to gather information for this newsletter, we received a number of calls at the 
church. 
 
The Caller ID announced: UNKNOWN CALLER. The administrative volunteer answered 
once. I answered once. Then I let them go to the answering machine. Upon answering the 
phone, there was silence. I guess it was a telemarketer. However, the calls came in 
repetition. I have received several calls on my cell phone from a number in Nebraska I 
don’t recognize. None of these calls leave messages. Are you as irritated with these 
interruptions as I am? 
 
Well, I started thinking. When Samuel was a little boy and heard God calling, “Samuel! 
Samuel!” he didn’t have five or ten interruptive calls per day. Isaiah, knew that when God 
pondered, “Whom shall we send?” that God meant Isaiah. 
 



- 2 – 

Today, we are so much more distracted. However, God still calls. 
 
Is it that we don’t listen? Is it that we don’t answer? Is it that we don’t recognize the 
caller? Because we are flooded with too many “UNKNOWN CALLER” interruptions? 
 
Is our basic problem that we have changed the meaning of the word “CALL”? 
 
In years long passed, a call was a shout from a distance. A call was a personal invitation 
or mission to serve. Today it is an electronic interruption where we expect to hear a voice 
speaking our own language. 
 
God still calls his sons and daughters to serve. God calls Pastors. God calls teachers. God 
calls musicians. God calls cleaners and mowers. God calls us to serve Him by serving 
others. 
 
Tune out the UNKNOWN CALLER and tune in the Caller who knows us. The Caller: the one 
who knows the number of hairs on our heads; the one who knit us in our mother’s womb. 
What is the KNOWN CALLER asking you to do in His Name? 
 
Peace Through Christ! 
Pastor Fred Hodges 

        
 

Announcements from Pastor Fred 
SEPTEMBER COUNCIL MEETING 
Council meets on Monday, September 10, at 6:30pm. Please note date change. 
 
DETENTION HOME MINISTRY 
Our monthly ministry with the youth at the New River Valley Juvenile Detention Home is 
now the first Tuesday of every month. We meet at the Detention Home at 7pm on 
Tuesday, September 4. 
 
STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE 
Join us on Thursday, September 6, as we seek to strengthen our teaching on Stewardship 
at OSLC. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPPLIES 
Check the bulletin board in the Narthex. Help us stock our Sunday School rooms by 
purchasing an item or two. Thank you for your help. 
    
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION COMMITTEE MEETING 
We invite all teachers, parents, and anyone interested in our education program to join us 
for the Christian Education meeting on Tuesday, September 11 at 7pm.  Among other 
things, we will be developing our budget for 2008.  If you have an interest in Christian 
Education or have ideas for our budget, please join us. 
    
HARVEST FESTIVAL PLANNING 
Please help us sort and price Yard Sale items on Thursdays, September 6, 13, and 20 at 
7:00 p.m. The Harvest Festival is the single largest fund-raising event for MCEAP 
annually. Mark your calendars. We will need lots of help on Saturday, September 22, from 
8am until 1pm. We will also need help setting up in the week prior to the Festival. 

Please plan to contact at least two businesses and ask for 
donations of items for the Auction. Also, invite friends to 
come and enjoy the day and bid on items. 
To avoid clutter and crowding in classrooms, fellowship hall, 
narthex, and halls, please do not bring Yard Sale items on 
Friday or Saturday. You may place items in the narthex 
following worship Sunday through Thursday. Please come and 
help sort and price on Thursdays. 

 
WORSHIP & MUSIC - Meets on Tuesday, September 25, at 7pm 

 
CHILDREN’S CHURCH RETURNS 

  
We will resume Children’s Church Sunday, September 9 following the children’s sermon 
during worship. There will be a change in the age range for participation from K – 5 to K – 2. 
Four year old children may participate if accompanied by an adult.  
 Children of all ages will be invited to join Pastor Fred for the children’s sermon. 
Following the children’s sermon those in grades 3 – 5 will return to their seats while those 
in K – 2 will go to the fellowship hall for a lesson and activity. 
 We pray this change will enhance the worship experience of our older elementary 
children and give our younger children a supplement to the children’s sermon. 
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SUNDAY CHURCH SCHOOL RESUMES 
 Sunday school begins September 9 at 9am. Our children from 
nursery through 5th grade will study a new curriculum, Witness. The first 
semester will focus mainly on Old Testament stories. There will be New 
Testament stories surrounding Jesus’ birth. The children will learn Faith 
Traits such as generosity, kindness, cooperation, responsibility and 
harmony. 
 
The middle school class will be studying what it means to be a Lutheran 
using Lutheran Basics. Learning the basics will help them develop 

confidence as Christians and as Lutherans. Along with learning about Lutheranism, they will be 
studying 100 Essential Bible Verses. This curriculum prepares them for a deeper look into 100 of 
the most important Bible passages. It provides the youth time to explore the passages as fully as 
possible, encourages them to connect the passages to their lives, and enhances Biblical literacy. 
 High school will be using Linc, an online curriculum. The classes will be based on a current 
event from the week before class time. Their lessons will contain a Bible text study, a commentary, 
discussion and life application activities. 
 The adult class is beginning with Baptized We Live: Lutheranism as a Way of Life, by Daniel 
Erlander. It attempts to answer the question, “What is a Lutheran Christian?” It avoids defining 
Lutheranism as primarily a system of doctrines and focuses on Lutheranism as A way: A way of 
seeing, hearing, teaching, and following. 
 As you can see we are offering something interesting for everyone on their walk of faith. So 
bring your kids, if you have any, yourself and a friend to learn about God, His Word, Jesus and 
Lutheranism. 
  
Children N/Pre-K meets in the nursery, on your right as you enter the 

side door. 
K-2 meets in classroom 1, on your left as you enter the side door. 
Grades 3-5 meets in classroom 2, on your left next to classroom 1 

Middle school meets in the fellowship hall. 
High will meet in the fellowship hall the 1st Sunday of every month and 

in the Narthex for the rest of the month. 
Adults meet in the sanctuary. 

 
Please prayerfully consider including Sunday School in your Christian discipline. and we’ll see  you 
in Sunday school beginning September 9 at 9am! 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER NEEDED!!!  
 

We are still in need of a 3rd – 5th grade Sunday school teacher. 
We have two teachers already but they cannot teach an entire 
month. We need another teacher to team teach with them. You 
would be teaching an average of 1 to 2 Sundays a month. The 
time for Sunday school to resume is coming up fast. Won’t you 
please consider helping us keep our Sunday school class 
consistent so that our children may learn as much as they can 
about the Bible and Christian faith and love? The curriculum is 
easy to prepare and teach. If  interested please contact Ellen at 
381-4278 or ellienellie2@yahoo.com 
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RALLY DAY SEPTEMBER 9, 2007 
 

 Our Rally Day celebration is September 9. We will begin with a light 
lunch following a brief time for fellowship. You need not bring anything but 
yourself. After lunch we will all gather in the sanctuary for an opening 
program. Then we will break up into 5 groups and rotate to 5 “Next Step” 
stations. Everyone will visit all 5 stations. You will spend about 15 minutes 
at each station where you will be reminded of your baptism with different 
activities. Depending on the length of lunch, the event should end around 
3pm. 
 Rally Day is generally thought to be a celebration of resuming 

Sunday school after the summer hiatus. However, it is not just a Sunday school event for our 
children. It is an all inclusive event celebrating our congregation’s commitment to our entire 
Christian education program.  
 The program’s theme is Baptismal Beginnings. It is an interactive program for all ages and 
types of families (those with children, single and divorced, and empty nesters). It is designed to 
help us see our baptism as a call to discipleship and lifelong Christian learning. It will teach us 
ways to remember our baptism and respond to God’s call through learning, sharing, and activities. 
 It will be an exciting and fun afternoon. So please stay with us following our brief fellowship 
for Baptismal Beginnings. 
 

COME JOIN US! 
 

MY MISTAKE 
 

I apologize for failing to recognize that most of the ideas for worshiping with children, found in 
August’s newsletter, were recommendations I learned at Power in the Spirit. 
 

                                                                        Ellen 

 
 

Council Notes from August 6, 2007 meeting 
 

Council appointed Penny Everett, Dave Fritz and John Hess to the Clergy Compensation Committee. 
Council will invite and re-hire Cameron Farley as accompanist for the choir. 
Thank you notes were sent to Margie Peterson and daughters and Gloria Simons and High School Youth 
 group for preparing, assembling and inserting the new satin ribbon markers for our hymnals. 
Sunday School will resume at 9 AM on Sept. 9th.  A special Rally Day celebration for all ages will be held 
 after worship on Sept. 9th. 
A proposal to fell and remove the pine trees at the edge of the parking lot was passed.  These trees have 
 grown too large and pose a safety issue when snow and ice accumulate on the branches. 
Next Council meeting will be Sept. 10th 
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Thank You from Beverley 
 
Thank you for your prayers as well as your visits, cards, calls, flowers, and fond gifts during my recent time of illness. 
My family and I are very appreciative.  
  
Beverley Billingsley 

  

Long Range Planning Committee Workshop 9/24 7PM 
 

The Long Range Planning Committee has been working with an architect on options for expanding 
the building to accommodate existing needs and future growth.  The result will be a long range site 
plan.  These options are in draft form and need a review by the congregation to make sure we’re 
on the right track.  To gather input we put up the rough drawings in the education committee 
hallway on 8/26 and held the first workshop to gather input.  The next workshop will be on 9/24 at 
7PM at the church.  We expect it will take about 90 minutes.  With input from the workshops, we 
can amend the options, and prioritize them for the final site plan. 
 
I hope everyone that has some ideas about what we should do or is just curious as to what the 
options are, will join us.  If you can’t make it to the workshop, feel free to put your ideas down on 
paper and give them to Jeff Waldon at church or by email at jeffwaldon1@verizon.net.   
 

Adult Christian Education Opportunity in September and October 
 
With the first Thursday in September, September 6, we will begin an eight-week study using the ELCA 
guide, Free in Christ to Serve the Neighbor: Lutherans Talk about Human Sexuality.  This 
third study from the Task Force for ELCA Studies on Sexuality enables students to discuss how we 
understand human sexuality and its relationship to creation, power, and marriage.  
 
A study on Galatians, written by David Tiede provides a Biblical context for the study.  An 
introduction to Luther's Essay, The Freedom of a Christian, written by Tim Wengert guides a 
Lutheran theological perspective.  Both are included in the study material. 
 
Please plan to join us.  Sessions will begin at 7:00 p.m. at the church.  John Hess and Pastor 
Hodges will share leadership for this study. 
 

Personal prayer requests for the OSLC congregation monthly prayer bulletin 
 
Beginning in October, we will include specific prayer petitions in the monthly prayer bulletin, which 
is sent to all members.  For persons who would like to provide more specific information, other than 
their name, for their prayer concern, please submit it by the 20th of each month.  Forms are 
available on the sideboard in the narthex. 
 
The petition for your personal prayer concern will appear the following month in the prayer bulletin.  
Please place the form in the offering or give it directly to Pastor Hodges or to John Hess who 
prepares the bulletin. 
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Crafty Ladies 
 
Our starting  date will be Monday September 10, 2007. 
 
Time to start making crafts again for this year’s craft fairs. We meet each Monday from 9-30am to 
3-00pm. in the church fellowship hall. We welcome you to join us, bring a bag lunch – coffee, tea 
and fellowship provided. Stay as long as you wish. 
 
Our first craft fair will be on Saturday October 10th, 2007, at the Lords Acre Sale Radford. More 
details about this later. 
 
For more information see Shirley or any of the crafty ladies. 
 

Tfqufncfs!Dfmfcsbujpot!

Cjsuiebzt!
01 – Alice Eva 
01 – Claudia Foss 
02 – Henry Elich 
02 – Jan Dudash 
03 – Jan Jackson 
04 – Lisa Rayne 
05 – Karen Largen 
09 – Gladys Corson 
10 – Richard Boye 
11 – Mary Ruth Shutters 
11 – Val Wirt 
15 – Beverley Billingsley 
23 – Shirley Kochmit 
24 – Austin Eva 
25 – Emily Jackson 

 
25 – Lane Zuchowski 
27 – Deb Weissenborn 
28 – Kevin Schutt 

!
Xfeejoh!Boojwfstbsjft!
04 – Mark & Sherry Barnett  
11 – Bob & Val Wirt 
25 – Ray & Millie Hesse 
26 – Bruce & Melissa  
        Obenhaus 
27 – Buck & Alice Wrenn 
 

!

Cbqujtnbm!
Boojwfstbsjft!
02 - Meg Billingsley 
02 – Abigail Hasselbach 
04 - Amy McPherson 
08 – Joyce Landreth 
11 – Doug Rathjen 
11 – Kathy Jeffers 
14 – Neil Ames 
15 – Carol O’Brien 
22 – Cheyenne Caldwell 
22 – Nathaniel Hodges 
26 – Connor Heisler 
 

 

 
 

”Our hearts still cry when we recall the countless families who lost loved ones.  
Blessed Lord, please grant them an extra portion of your grace and comfort so 
they may find solace in their sorrow, alleviation in their distress, and light in 
their darkness.” 
 

 
 

 

ELCA Bishop, Mark Hanson Comes to Blacksburg 
On September 19, Bishop Hanson will be in Blacksburg and Preach at a Memorial in 
response to the shooting tragedy in April.  The memorial will be at Luther Memorial (Prices 
Fork/Toms Creek Road.) 
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Area of 
Service 

September 2 September 
9 

September 16 September 23 September 30 

Altar Guild Sharon Schutt 
Shirley Kochmit 

Velvie Shelor 
Joanne 
Hrdlicka 

 

Barbara H.  
Sowers 

Sharon Schutt 

Coreen Bookout 
Adrienne Glace 

 

Sharon Schutt 
Shirley 

McPherson 

Greeters Jason & Stacy 
Cornett 

Buck & Alice 
Wrenn 

Jeff & Sally 
Waldon 

Shirley 
McPherson 

Barbara H. Sowers 

Bob & Shirley 
Kochmit 

Acolyte Alice Cox Claudia 
Walker 

Makayla 
Bookout 

Matthew Cox Wil Obenhaus 

Lector Dale Schutt Ann Hess Bill McKinnon William Hawkins Melissa 
Obenhaus 

Communion 
Assistant 

Dale Schutt Phil Gilley Jan Jackson Bill Mckinnon Dave Hrdlicka 

Children’s 
Church 

 Amy 
McPherson 

Coreen Bookout Alison York Anjanette 
Hodges 

Nursery Suzanne Nelson 
Nicholas 
Hodges 

Sally & Brian 
Waldon 

Sharon Schutt 
Alice Cox 

Landreths Alison & 
Vickie York 

Tellers Mike 
McPherson 
Dale Schutt 

Bill 
McKinnon 
Ann Hess 

John Hess 
Jeff Waldon 

Ray Shelor 
Dale Schutt 

Ann Hess 
Jan Jackson 

Altar Flowers Kathy & 
Stephanie 
Valencic 

Ruth 
Harmon 

Marion Flugrath Wrenns Waldrons 

Fellowship Hess Obenhaus Hrdlicka Kochmit Schutt 

Meals for 
Members: 

   Wirt’s 
Ruth 

 
 

Coreen 
Coreen 

 
 

Glace 

 
 

Tony 
Tony 

 
 

Amy 
 

 
 

Shirley 

Cleaning 
Crews 

John & Ann 
Hess 

Allan & 
Coreen 
Bookout 

Shirley McPherson, 
Millie Hesse, 

Marion Flugrath 

Mark Barnett Fred & 
Anjanette 
Hodges 

 
 

The deadline for the October Newsletter is September 20th. 
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Schedule of Events for September 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

“Here I am, LORD. Is it I LORD?”“Here I am, LORD. Is it I LORD?”“Here I am, LORD. Is it I LORD?”“Here I am, LORD. Is it I LORD?” 
1 

2 
10:00-Worship-14

th 

   after Pentecost 
Baptism 
Holy Communion 
Fellowship 
6:00-7:30-ROCK 

3 
LABOR DAY 

 
6:30 – No Council 
1:00-4:00-ROCK: 
   Swim at the 
   Meadows 

4 
1:00-3:00-Adm. Team 
1:30-CMA- 
   Lectionary  Study 
7:00-Detention 
   Home Ministry 
7:00-Fellowship Com.    

5 6 
10:00-12:00- Adm Team 
7:00-Stewardship Committee 
7:00-Harvest Festival- 
    Yard Sale Sorting 
7:00-Free in  Christ: 
    Human Sexuality Study 

7 8 

9 
9:00-Sunday School  
10:00-Worship-15

th
 

   after Pentecost 
Holy Communion 
Fellowship 
Rally Day Lunch 

10 
9:30-3:00- 
   Crafty Ladies 
 
6:30-Council 
(note date change) 

11 
1:00-3:00-Adm.Team 
1:30-CMA  
    Lectionary Study 
 
7:00-Education 
    Committee 

12 13 
10:00-12:00-Adm.Team 
6:00-Advent Planning: 
   Organists/Pastor 
7:00-Free in  Christ: 
    Human Sexuality Study 
7:00-Harvest Festival Planning 

14 15 

16 
9:00-Sunday School  
10:00-Worship-16

th
 

   after Pentecost 
Holy Communion 
Fellowship 

17 
9:30-3:00- 
   Crafty Ladies 
7:00-GRAC’ED 
  Bible Study- 
  Intro to OT 

18 
1:00-3:00-Adm. Team 
 
1:30-CMA  
    Lectionary Study 

19 
7:00-Harvest 

Festival 
Preparation 

20 
10:00-12:00-Adm.Team 
1:30-CMA Lectionary Study 
7:00-Harvest Festival 
Preparation 
7:00-Free in  Christ: 
   Human Sexuality Study 

21 22 
8:00-1:00  Harvest 

Festival 
MCEAP Fund 

Raiser 

23 
9:00-Sunday School  
10:00-Worship-17

th
 

   after Pentecost 
Holy Communion 
Fellowship 

 
24 

9:30-3:00- 
   Crafty Ladies 
7:00-GRAC’ED 
   Bible Study 
7:00-Long-Range 
   Planning  

25 
1:00-3:00-Adm.Team 
1:30-CMA  
    Lectionary Study 
 
7:00-Worship & 

Music Committee 

26 27 
10:00-12:00-Adm. Team 
 
7:00-Free in  Christ: 
    Human Sexuality Study 

 

28 29 

30 
9:00-Sunday School  
10:00-Worship-17

th
 

   after Pentecost 
Holy Communion 
Fellowship 

    
“I have heard you calling in the nig“I have heard you calling in the nig“I have heard you calling in the nig“I have heard you calling in the night. I will go, LORD, if you lead me.ht. I will go, LORD, if you lead me.ht. I will go, LORD, if you lead me.ht. I will go, LORD, if you lead me.    

I will hold your people in my heart.”I will hold your people in my heart.”I will hold your people in my heart.”I will hold your people in my heart.”    
 

 


