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LOOKING FOR SIGNS OF OUR SAVIOR!

Grace, Peace, and Mercy are yours from God our Father and Jesus our LORD and Savior!

Our hymn, “Here | Am, LORD”, by Daniel Schutte is a call and response hymn. There are
two voices in dialogue expressed in the text. God speaks in the first person and mentions
God’s majesty, but recognizes human need. God asks the question, “Whom shall | send?”
Then there is the response from God’s child: “Here | am, LORD. Is it | LORD? | have heard
you calling in the night. | will go, LORD, if you lead me. | will hold your people in my
heart.”

That phrase: “I have heard you calling in the night.” Is caught in my brain.

Today, while | worked to get all ready for weekly bulletins and announcements, and as |
tried to gather information for this newsletter, we received a number of calls at the
church.

The Caller ID announced: UNKNOWN CALLER. The administrative volunteer answered
once. | answered once. Then | let them go to the answering machine. Upon answering the
phone, there was silence. | guess it was a telemarketer. However, the calls came in
repetition. | have received several calls on my cell phone from a number in Nebraska |
don’t recognize. None of these calls leave messages. Are you as irritated with these
interruptions as | am?

Well, | started thinking. When Samuel was a little boy and heard God calling, “Samuel!
Samuel!” he didn’t have five or ten interruptive calls per day. Isaiah, knew that when God
pondered, “Whom shall we send?” that God meant Isaiah.
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Today, we are so much more distracted. However, God still calls.

Is it that we don’t listen? Is it that we don’t answer? Is it that we don’t recognize the
caller? Because we are flooded with too many “UNKNOWN CALLER” interruptions?

Is our basic problem that we have changed the meaning of the word “CALL"?

In years long passed, a call was a shout from a distance. A call was a personal invitation
or mission to serve. Today it is an electronic interruption where we expect to hear a voice
speaking our own language.

God still calls his sons and daughters to serve. God calls Pastors. God calls teachers. God
calls musicians. God calls cleaners and mowers. God calls us to serve Him by serving
others.

Tune out the UNKNOWN CALLER and tune in the Caller who knows us. The Caller: the one
who knows the number of hairs on our heads; the one who knit us in our mother’s womb.
What is the KNOWN CALLER asking you to do in His Name?

Peace Through Christ!
Pastor Fred Hodges

Announcements from Pastor Fred
SEPTEMBER COUNCIL MEETING
Council meets on Monday, September 10, at 6:30pm. Please note date change.

DETENTION HOME MINISTRY

Our monthly ministry with the youth at the New River Valley Juvenile Detention Home is
now the first Tuesday of every month. We meet at the Detention Home at 7pm on
Tuesday, September 4.

STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE
Join us on Thursday, September 6, as we seek to strengthen our teaching on Stewardship
at OSLC.



SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPPLIES
Check the bulletin board in the Narthex. Help us stock our Sunday School rooms by
purchasing an item or two. Thank you for your help.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION COMMITTEE MEETING

We invite all teachers, parents, and anyone interested in our education program to join us
for the Christian Education meeting on Tuesday, September 11 at 7pm. Among other
things, we will be developing our budget for 2008. If you have an interest in Christian
Education or have ideas for our budget, please join us.

HARVEST FESTIVAL PLANNING

Please help us sort and price Yard Sale items on Thursdays, September 6, 13, and 20 at
7:00 p.m. The Harvest Festival is the single largest fund-raising event for MCEAP
annually. Mark your calendars. We will need lots of help on Saturday, September 22, from
8am until 1pm. We will also need help setting up in the week prior to the Festival.

Please plan to contact at least two businesses and ask for
donations of items for the Auction. Also, invite friends to
come and enjoy the day and bid on items.

To avoid clutter and crowding in classrooms, fellowship hall,
narthex, and halls, please do not bring Yard Sale items on
Friday or Saturday. You may place items in the narthex
following worship Sunday through Thursday. Please come and
help sort and price on Thursdays.

WORSHIP & MUSIC
CHILDREN’S CHURCH RETURNS

We will resume Children’s Church Sunday, September 9 following the children’s sermon
during worship. There will be a change in the age range for participation from K -5 to K — 2.
Four year old children may participate if accompanied by an adult.

Children of all ages will be invited to join Pastor Fred for the children’s sermon.
Following the children’s sermon those in grades 3 — 5 will return to their seats while those
in K —2 will go to the fellowship hall for a lesson and activity.

We pray this change will enhance the worship experience of our older elementary
children and give our younger children a supplement to the children’s sermon.



4
SUNDAY CHURCH SCHOOL RESUMES
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Children N/Pre-K meets in the nursery, on your right as you enter the
side door.

K-2 meets in classroom 1, on your left as you enter the side door.
Grades 3-5 meets in classroom 2, on your left next to classroom 1
Middle school meets in the fellowship hall.

High will meet in the fellowship hall the 1%* Sunday of every month and
in the Narthex for the rest of the month.

Adults meet in the sanctuary.
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RALLY DAY SEPTEMBER 9, 2007
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Baptismal Beginnings

COME JOIN US!
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Council Notes from August 6, 2007 meeting

Council appointed Penny Everett, Dave Fritz and John Hess to the Clergy Compensation Committee.
Council will invite and re-hire Cameron Farley as accompanist for the choir.

Thank you notes were sent to Margie Peterson and daughters and Gloria Simons and High School Youth
group for preparing, assembling and inserting the new satin ribbon markers for our hymnals.
Sunday School will resume at 9 AM on Sept. 9th. A special Rally Day celebration for all ages will be held

after worship on Sept. 9th.
A proposal to fell and remove the pine trees at the edge of the parking lot was passed. These trees have
grown too large and pose a safety issue when snow and ice accumulate on the branches.

Next Council meeting will be Sept. 10th



-6-

Thank You from Beverley

Long Range Planning Committee Workshop 9/24 7PM
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Adult Christian Education Opportunity in September and October

With the first Thursday in September, September 6, we will begin an eight-week study using the ELCA
guide, Free in Christ to Serve the Neighbor: Lutherans Talk about Human Sexuality.
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Personal prayer requests for the OSLC congregation monthly prayer bulletin
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REMEMBERING 9-11

ELCA Bishop, Mark Hanson Comes to Blacksburg
On September 19, Bishop Hanson will be in Blacksburg and Preach at a Memorial in
response to the shooting tragedy in April. The memorial will be at Luther Memorial (Prices
Fork/Toms Creek Road.)
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Schedule of Events for September
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